
Child Legacy’s Mt. Kilimanjaro Clean Water Climb 
The First Decade, The Second Decade, & 2021 Dedication! 

 
The First Decade – It’s hard to believe. We started this “thing” in 2011 with 11 hikers. I dared to call it the 1st Annual 
Child Legacy Mt. Kilimanjaro Clean Water Climb. But I had to. I had promised my oldest daughter I would do it again in 

2012 because she couldn’t go in 2011. “Let your yes be yes and your no be no”, Jesus said in Matthew 5:37. 
 
I had no idea what I was doing or what to expect. But God has enormously blessed the Clean Water Climb! There have 

been many twists, turns, and hurdles along the way, especially in 2020 with my first solo trip. I learned once again that 
“Man makes plans, but God orders his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). Just keep making wise plans. Then follow God’s leading. 
 

Since we started, people have come forward and have created several hiking, cycling, walking, and other fundraisers for 
our Malawi water well ministry! We have now hiked the Andes, the Rockies, the Himalayas, and the Appalachians. We 
climbed Mt. Mulanje, the highest peak in Malawi for clean water. We have had Comedy Nights, Trivia Nights, and Cycled 

in AR and FL for clean water. One of our Kilimanjaro climber’s welds “Clean Water Crosses” from abandoned Texas 
railroad spikes for clean water. Even school children have raised money for clean water! I don’t know the total number 
of participants, but I have been humbled and honored to take 119 people to Kilimanjaro with me. Some have even 

climbed more than once! The trip has evolved over the years, becoming what I now call PRAIRIE.PEAK.PURPOSE. 
 

All these fundraisers have raised over $3.2 million leading to the repair of 2802 wells benefitting 5.5 million people! 
MIND BOGGLING. Thank you so much for your part of this ministry that brings Hope for Today and Hope for Eternity! 
 

The Second Decade – It’s now 10 years later. Providentially, we are also starting the second decade of the Kilimanjaro 
hike with 11 climbers! I can’t wait to see what God is going to do – how He will order our steps – over the next 10 
years! Will I still be doing this when I am 79? God only knows. I would love to have you continue helping Child Legacy 

do their work by supporting my $200,000 goal for them in 2021. As of 6/24 I am at $83,133 or 41.6% of my goal! 
Thanks for all of your gracious support over the 1st Decade!! Here is my link: cleanwaterclimb.net/mike or send a check 
to Child Legacy, c/o of Mike Navolio, 10 Morning Arbor Place, The Woodlands, TX 77381 to make a contribution for 2021. 

 
2021 Climb Dedication – 

Tabeth. That was her name. She and her sister were both born with HIV. They 

were being cared for at Child Legacy’s Zimbabwe orphanage. Jennifer and I began 
sponsoring them in 2019. I wept as I wrote this. Heaven has welcomed another 
saint. The anti-viral medications Tabeth was on to fight the HIV she was born with 

abruptly stopped working. She seemed to be rallying on her 20th birthday, but then 
she died early the next day. She is no longer suffering in this broken world full of 
pain and heartache. She is now fully alive worshiping Jesus in heaven. She loved 

Jesus and continues to love Him in His presence. She led the singing on Sunday 
mornings for all the orphans. We met her and her sister briefly when Jennifer and I 
visited CLI’s Chingale Children’s Home in 2018 before CLI began their sponsorship 

program the following year. We had no idea we would be sponsoring them in 2019! 
 
We wanted to do something in her memory and in her honor. God immediately 

spoke to me. He said to dedicate my 2021 Kilimanjaro climb to her. I will take a 
unique banner with her photo on it to the summit of Kilimanjaro. It will be as close 
to Heaven, where she now resides, that I can climb on the continent she was born 

on. Since I always hang a list of my annual donors on my backpack as I hike to the 
summit each year, why not write everyone’s first name on this unique banner as 
well? So, that is what I am going to do! Eventually the banner will be laminated and 

placed at the Zimbabwe Chingale Children’s Home orphanage in her memory. 
 
A First Decade Look Back – Below are a handful of favorite photos from the 1st Decade. I also created 3 short videos 

of The Prairie, The Peak, and The Purpose on my YouTube Channel called Clean Water Climb. Check them out! 
 
The Prairie. …is jet lag recovery, acclimatization, and seeing God’s creatures. Enjoy some favorites of the 1st Decade! 

 

http://www.cleanwaterclimb.net/mike
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC112895HbAF256FDycuJ0_Q


The Peak. …is climbing Africa’s highest mountain for Africa’s biggest problem – a lack of clean, safe drinking water. 

Enjoy some Kilimanjaro favorites of the 1st Decade! 

 
 
The Purpose. …is seeing the problem, learning what God is doing in Malawi, and being part of His work. “Go Where God 

is Working”, Henry Blackaby said. God is working in Malawi! Enjoy some Malawi Ministry favorites of the 1st Decade! 

 
 
Below are three videos (Prairie, Peak, Purpose) I created from all the best 
photos summarizing the First Decade of the Clean Water Climb! Impossible 

task! if you cannot find them by their name listed below on my Clean 
Water Climb YouTube Channel, the links are noted in parentheses. 
 
CLEAN WATER CLIMB (Prairie-Peak-Purpose): The 1st Decade – Part I: The Prairie! 

(https://youtu.be/NUOICUFrc7o). Enjoy! 

 
CLEAN WATER CLIMB (Prairie-Peak-Purpose): The 1st Decade – Part II: The Peak!! 

(https://youtu.be/80Qe87G53mg). Enjoy!! 
 

CLEAN WATER CLIMB (Prairie-Peak-Purpose): The 1st Decade – Part III: The Purpose!!! 

(https://youtu.be/63X2czoQLbw). Enjoy!!! 

 
With much love and appreciation, 
 

 
Mike Navolio 
Child Legacy International, Board of Directors 

Clean Water Climb, Founder 
menavolio@gmail.com / 832-373-7640 
 

4607 Water Well Repairs Since 2007! 

**$1250 Sponsors a School  
or Village Water Well** 

>> $25,000 in matching funds are available! << 
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